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A roug guide of what to Xpect
Using the Right to Remain Toolkit




- This is a zine, there are many different self-published ma's"or fanzines’
all with their own take on whatever subject they like... this zine is sort of a
fanzine of one section within the excellent and informative Right to Remain
toolkit. Some parts of the toolkit's text are literally cut and pasted into this
zine- with permission and support, thank you!

- There are lots of other useful sections and insights online:

- righttoremain.org.uk/toolkit

; - The main asylum “Substantive” Interview with the Home Office |

s crucial for their decision about your case. If things go wrong £

at this stage it can take a lot of work and stress to try to repair.

~ Some people are not aware or can’t take onboard how
| important this stage of the process is.
~ This zine hopefully shows there are some simple things that

| you can do to prepare and fee more infOrm_erd.h
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~ Probably cbvieuslyl!
This is not made by the Home Office, and is notlegal advice, but will hopefully
give you some insights into how it might be, and how it might feel....

There are eften Changes with the asylum process, so please check/read more
online with the toolkit or other sources, ‘Log‘ B MAN 29 \q.
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‘A short introduction

To be granted asylum (to get refugee status),

it's necessary to show that you have a

well-founded fear of persecution
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you are outside your country of origin or normal residence
' }

and you cannot get protection in your own country.




Well-founded fear

An asylum claim should be based on a “well-founded fear” of persecution if you were
returned to your country of origin/country of residence. This means you do not need to

show that the persecution would definitely happen, but that there is a real risk it could
happen.

Having been persecuted in the past does not necessarily mean you will get refugee status.
You need to show there is a future risk.

To show this fear is well-founded, you will need to provide evidence.

- Persecution

i i individual
Persecution, in terms of claiming asylum, is serious, targeted mistreatment gg an I‘ndl -
because of who they are, or what they do, or what people think they are ordo._ ‘MY
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ou have a well-founded fear (will it happen?)

of persecution (what will happen?)

for a Refugee Convention reason (why will it happen?)

and no protection available in your home country (what will stop it happening?)

for reasons of: race, religion, nationality, political opinion or membership of a particular
social group.

You don't have to know which reason of the Refugee Convention, you tell the Home Office ;
your reasons for fleeing, and they consider which grounds this comes under. )
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Imputed identity or beliefs: what people think you are or do

“Imputed” identity or beliefs means what people think you are or do. What people think
you are, or do, could put you at risk of persecution even if it's not true.

For example, if your local community thinks or says you are a Christian or an atheist, this
may put you in danger even if you are not actually a Christian or atheist. If your family and
neighbours believe you are gay or lesbian, you might be at risk irrespective of whether you
are gay or straight. You may not actually be a member of an at-risk political group, but
someone might spread rumours that you are, to try and get you in trouble.

Imputed beliefs might be a factor if a family member or friend is politically active or a
member of a religious minority, and it is assumed you also hold these beliefs (this often
applies to women asylum applicants). It may be because you are a gay rights campaigner,
and therefore would be at risk in a homophobic country because people assume you are
gay. Or it may be that because of your lifestyle (for example, you are unmarried in a
country/culture where this is unusual) people assume you are gay and you would be at risk
of persecution because of that.

Imputed beliefs may be assumed because of where you live, the job you do, and many
other things outside of your control.
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Dublin Regulations: a “safe third country”

Not everyone has the right for their asylum claim to be heard in the UK.

If you are an adult and you claim asylum in the UK, and the Home Office proves that you
have travelled through a safe country on your journey to the UK, they will “transfer” your
_case and say that you have to return to that safe country (the "third country") to have your

asylum claim heard.
They are called "third" countries because they are not the UK and not your country of
origin/residence. i

Many people seeking sanctuary in the UK are fleeing war and widespread violepce. This in
itself does not mean you can be granted protection under the Refugee Convention (given
“refugee status”). There are other kinds of protection for people in this si.tuation, but the UK
government has a very high threshold of how bad and widespread the violence ha§ to be,
how many civilians are affected by it, to give protection to people fleeing war and violence.

YOUR STORY, why you had to flee, might be the only bit of evidence that you have, so
being clear about what happened and why you cannot return will be very important.
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