A rough guide
for people at risk
and their supporters

Made using accounts from
~° Experts-by-Experience
= - & the Right to Remain Toolkit
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‘ The Home Office is the part of the UK government which deals with the
immigration and asylum process.

usually no limit to the

amount of time you can be detained fore

liany people who are detained are not
removed from the UK:they have ongoing

battles but go on to be granted the right
to remain in the UK.
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UK's Detention Centres

(and their approximate posiﬁ.iong)&

STHC- Short Term Holding Centre
IRC- Immigration Removal Centres

1 Larne House STHC (Northern Ireland)

2 Dungavel House IRC (South of Glasgow)

3 Pennine House STHC (Manchester Airport)
4 liorton Hall IRC (Lincolnshire)

5 Yarl's Wood IRC (Bedfordsblre)

6 Campsfield House IRC (OxfO?dthre)Cng3
7 Harmondsworth & Colnbrook & STHC (Heathrow)
8 T 1nsley House & Brook House & STHC (Gatwick)
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If you are subject to immigrz?.tion control
you can be detained at any time

but it is more likly: -
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‘especally | | ,
hen you claim asylum,|if the Home Office categorises your \
case as a“Dublinsafe countrycase” or as a ‘non-susspensive

appeals case'l B okt % “,
o 7 for MorR Mfo /
if you have cléimed asylum, been refused and vou arew" m—
-Iights exhausted". ] 7 J appeal
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this means after you have been refused and either have appealed
tq,‘th.e First tier Tribunal and lost your appeal, or if you
- did not take the opportunity to appeal, or if you did not |
have the right to appeal. : s : , |

remember this is a Home Office term and you may in fact have
legal options/further appeals available to youe.

picked up when ‘they go for their regular reporting/signing;

it is common for someone at risk of detention to be
- €vent at the Home Office.
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most people who have applied

for asylum or other immigration
status and have not had a positive
descision have to regularly

at your local Home Office reporting
centre or a police station.

m reporting visit,

~you are at risk [ of detention

particularly if your application has been
refused, which you may not

know until you go. and reporte
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'| Prepare in cose
you are detained |

|

Make copies of the documents and |
letters which relate to your case ‘
Keep copies for yourself give

copies to a friend and your lawyer.

It may be impossible for them to ‘

Qccess vital evidence if it is in your
home. |

Scan all your paperwork (or take

clear pictures with your phone)and

email them to yourself }
v

If you do not have an email address
ask for help from your local library

to set one up. They should have a
scanner, too. '

Have a list of emergency contacts |
Give a copy of your emergency w‘
contacts to a friend/supporter, this
might include:

- your lawyer’s contact details |
(ond your case reference) \

- Friends and family

- Your child care contacts

Doctors or hospitals if you \

have a medical condition
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Your phone will probably be taken
off you and you will be given a basic
handset

Your SIM card may not work in the
detention centre device

Write down all your phone numbers

Give a copy of your house/room key
to someone you trust.

If you are detained, they can get
essential things from your house.
Make sure that this is allowed in the
rules of your accommodation. This
may not be possible, for example if
you live in asylum accommodation.

Take any medication and
prescriptions with you

The Home Office may toke that
medication from you and prescribe
their own, which can cause delays;
but having a record of the
medication you usually take might
help this process.

You could ask your GP to write a
letter to keep with your
prescription, explaining why you are
toking the medication.




It could start with a “natural “ group of concerned people from something
like a choir/mosque/church that you are already involved with

Find out where people have to sign
taken when they are first detained

/report and where they are likely to be

Make a consent form ‘and look through the action plan...
(It would be great to hear if there are other things you would find useful to
include, please email: detentionzine@gmail.com)
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Of course not even a strong group

can make everything fine!
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Communicotion
[\Find out which detentio
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n centre you hove been token to aond what
ontact with you
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is the best
O Communicate updotes and coordinate helpers
Who to contact
Contact fomily members ond friends to let them KNOW the
situotion
Professionols involved in your cose (you may need a letter
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P on your behalf)
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if you are detained

Procedures are different in
each detention centre

S fled

B o "
S e v srat

St R
\: AT

You ma,y not be a,ble to rely on the |
there to give you helpful information a,bout
procedure and your rights, so it could be a
good idea to contact a local visitor group
and talk to other people in detention about

what they know:  AVID

find local ViSIor groups throug .
on of Visitors 1O \(mmigration

Associall |
a\/\ddetem\on.org.uk
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You may be moved between detention centres- often to
a place near London, as this is where most deportation
flights leave from.

There may not be any explanation offered about why
you are moved.

Whilst detained you may be given a date for your i |

deportation flight, but you may not' given any

information at all.

Even if you are given a date and ticket it does ot mean

that you cannot ckq\\e@e this with legal support and
adwce
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Certain sites such as
Facebook and Skype are
blocked




In detention centres there is a mixture of

people who have been there for a long
time and people who are only held for a
short time.

Even though you are being held by the Home Office,

they will still mainly communicate with you through
letters. | i

I tey wantto see yfou during your time in detention they
may call for you using a loudspeaker and your ID
number.




Visitors will need to notify the
centre in advance (they may
need to give 24 hours notice)
~and bring identification: ID
with them. They will have their
photograph taken at the
centre, and their fingerprints
might be scanned.

contack Hhe delention
CQ/\\'P& )(.b M Ou‘\‘

f“ceo\vres 4 vfs;\itj Koes. @

As well as helping you
understand the system,
visitor groups (co-ordinoted
groups of people, usually
volunteers) can regularly
visit you in detention to
provide company and
emotional support. See
AVIDdetention.org.uk for
details of each group.




At every detention centre there will be one or more
chaplains (religious ministers). There are usually
several chaplains from different faiths who work in

rotation. Chaplains can provide religious support,

3 |
e 3 B Y |

emotional support, or help in practical ways too.

The place of worship may provide a quiet place for

reflection and prayer.

There are usuoally prayer groups in detention centres (then organised

by people in detention), which some people find very comforting.
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L ——
“Experts-b - Expasitnce
OF  IMMIGRATI J

DETENTIoN)
Share rf i o : |
your tears and worries | |
with those affected. Together Don’t make yourself |
you can find ways to help each | comfortable |
other. |

|

Contact organisations with

links to Experts by

Experience for advice and
— == support

Reading can offer the T
mind an escape |

|
i

You have rights

\ -] You can detain the body
but not the mind .

i

A

Train your mind to not be in

You haven’t done anything detention

wrong

Getrid of fear detention. There are people who are |
| willing to support you. They may not

be able to get you out of the situation ‘
\ but they can help you feel wanted, |
accepted ‘

| You are never alone in or out of \

Befriend detainees who ,
speak your language and |
english to understand the
processes in detention

20
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If you are claiming asylum you are entitled to legal aid. If yours is a non-asylum
immigration case there might still be a chance to use legal aid to challenge your
detention.

Each detention centre in England has a few legal firms contracted to work there to
provide legal aid. See BIDUK.org for a list at each centre.

These legal firms hold “surgeries” which you can sign up for, but they get booked up
very far in advance and have varying quality. See the online toolkit for more details
about how to complain if you are having problems. B

: l Kecr‘\rj Your \qwjef

C You may have g lawyer who
- Theycan carry on working for you,
- this might become difficult if it
depodations in the UK happen

London (s.ee map of detention centres in UK).
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is still working on your case whe

for example Submitting a

is too far for them to come and visj
from London airports so you ¢

N'you are detaineq.

This is legal advice offered by a lawyer for free. This might be available through your
local university, law centre or you can also fry www.barprobono.org.uk. The lawyer is
more likely to work for you if your case is strong- try to think (perhaps with
supporters) about how to best present your case. Friends and supporters finding
evidence to back up your case may help with this.




Py for a Ffivctft \‘\f}“

Your friends and supporters may be able to help fundraise to cover the costs of a
private lawyer for you. It is important to know that the person or firm you employ is
knowledgeable on immigration issues and that you understand what you are paying
for. See the toolkit for more information on this and search the database at
solicitors.lawsociety.org.uk

Legal support is not the same. as legal advice. It is illegal to give legal advice without
the right qualifications, but your friends and supporters can still help in lots of ways.
Even if you have a lawyer it is good to understand your own legal case.

: Some examples of legal supp'ort' your friends/supporters couldprovide: 3
Read the Right to Remain Toolkit.\&?'r you, of \'@Q\'\\@ V“‘\'\’\ J‘W

research evidence on your cotjntry of origin or your particular situation

help gather useful letters for the case — this might be an expert report, or
supportive letters from a school, Social Services, medical or mental health

professionals, community groups
e Read your letters from the Home Office to help you understand them

e Visit you in detention

~...there are lots of other examples in the toolkit!
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Your MP will depend on where you live in the country (their areas are called
constituencies)...

Yc?ur MP can t_alk tg the Home Office on your behalf and raise your case
with the Immmigration Minister or Home Secretary directly.

Some MPs can be really amazing allies and will help you to get your voice
heard by the Home Office.

Tips on contacting your MP:

Talk to your lawyer (if you have one) before contacting your MP.

Talk to a member of your MPs staff first. They often have a great
deal of experience of asylum and immigration cases and will be able
to discuss your case with you.

Look at the reasons why the Home Office refused your case and see
if you can address those reasons for refusal or produce new evidence
to support your argument.

Have all your documents and letters with you when you‘ see the MP
or a member of their staff. Put the documents in order so that you
can find the right paper when asked.

If your case is not urgent then it can take the Home Office a few
weeks to respond to your MP — be patient. '

The Home Office often work very slowly and progress on your case
can take many months. Lots of people are experiencing similar
delays — it isn’t just you. '
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R j,(b&id\ bail

\ e Bail is the temporary release of a person from imm'i'gration

_ \vﬂ\\? .~ detention for a specific period of time,

Ydafhave to convince the judge that you will keep tO

. ® Aperson released on bail will have to follow certain COhdIthhS‘
" (e.g. living at a specific address, reporting weekly to the Home

- Office). |
" e Bail does not give a person a legal right to remain in the UK,
but means that a person does not have to wait in detention |

whilst decisions about them are made. {

—

the conditions of your bail- eg will you run away Or ;

not keep to reporting requirements?

— l

You can apply for bail from the Home Ofﬁce and if this is
refused you can apply to the firsttier tribunal to have

| your hearing in front of a judge. -
If you cannot find a lawyer to help you with these |

|

appllcatlons you can apply for bail yourself l’

Bail .Imm|grat|on for Detainees (BIDUK.org) have a : \
handbook which can help with this and lots more N
information about bail. | |

| | -

The Immigration Bail Observation Project Scotland has
useful information for those in Scotland |
and elsewhere in UK too.

see (ighe o femean. o9 UK frlick
v for Mo detanls, oo
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detained.

detention.

It talks about practical things
you and supporters can do, as
well as giving you some insight
into what the experience might
be like; although everybody is
different.

fvTél;e your time reading this zine,
different parts may be useful at
different times and it is a big

subject.

As | write, things are changing:
one of the detention centres

listed in here -Campsfield- is
closing, which is a big step in the
right direction... take heart, but
also, take action! |

Made by Rosie i 2oga

/
detentionzine@gmail.com

This is a zine- a kind of
hand-made Magazine about
Preparing in case you are

It uses the Right to Remain
toolkit, text from Immigration Bail
Project Scotland and accounts
from people who are
“experts-by—experience” of

This is not to try to make

detention OK, but it is hopefully a
way that you can feel more
prepared and might help you talk
about the issués around

detention. Perhaps reading this ;‘
will encourage you to get P )
involved in one of the groups |

who support people and ]
campaign against detention... ;

. [
To find out more or to order more

copies of this zine go to: o
Right to Remain |
righttoremain.org.uk |
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